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Look at these sentences and pay attention to 
the verbs: 

 

 We lived in Canada when I was a child. 

 It rained all day yesterday. 

 You saved my life. 

 She looked pretty at the party. 

 Paul ordered a pint of beer. 
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V1   + ED 

 

EX. LOOK -  LOOKED 

Most English verbs are regular. 
Regular verbs have the ending –ed in 

the past tense. 
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You use these words to tell that something 
happened in the past: 

 

 Yesterday 

 Last week/ month/ year 

 This morning 

 2 days ago/ a few minutes ago/ a couple of weeks 
ago 

 When I was a child/ when she was 20 
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You say: 

 Singular 

 

 I 

 You 

 He  worked  

 She  yesterday 

 It 

 Plural 

 

 

 We 

 You  worked 

 They yesterday 
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The past tense of ”HAVE” 

 I     

 You    We 

 She  had  You  had 

 He    They 

 It 

 

 Ex. She had really long hair    

          when she was a child.  
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Write these sentences in the past tense.  

 I like salmon. 

 Lucy lives in London. 

 We work on Saturdays. 

 The bus stops at Oxford Street. 

 Peter is in London with his parents now. 

 The children are always tired after school. 

 He phones his girlfriend and asks her to have 
lunch with him. 
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Keys: 

 I liked salmon (when I was younger). 

 Lucy lived in London (2 years ago). 

 We worked on Saturdays (last year). 

 The bus stopped at Oxford Street. 

 Peter was in London with his parents (last month). 

 The children were tired after school. 

 He phoned his girlfriend and asked her to have 
lunch with him. 
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There are also irregular verbs in English. They have 
another form in the past tense. Here are some of 
them: 

 

 Ex. Present   Past 
 Eat     ate  

 Feel     felt  

 Find     found 

 Go     went  

 Say     said  

 Take     took  

 Tell     told 
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Write these sentences in the past tense: 

 

 The girls have a fantastic holiday in Ireland.  

 The hotel porter says them about the town. 

 We go to the cinema tonight. 

 Brad eats eggs every morning. 

 Her father takes the bus to work. 
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Keys: 

 

 The girls had a fantastic holiday in Ireland.  

 The hotel porter said them about the town. 

 We went to the cinema last night. 

 Brad ate eggs every morning. 

 Her father took the bus to work. 
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